PATENT COOPERATION TREATY DECEIVED 

From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY ^AV - 7 2fl(j] 

PCX *KKfflo„ 

NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL QP 
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

OR THE DECLARATION q/ -fi 

(PCX Rule 44.1) dcp./Ke^ 



CHRISTOPHER A. VANDERLAAN 
LYON & LYON LLP 
633 WEST FIFTH STREET 
SUITE 4700 

LOS ANGELES. CA 90071 





Date of Mailing 

idayfmorah^ar) Q 1 j^lAY ZOOl 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
^260/089-PCT 


FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 


PCT/USOl/01738 


International filing date 
(day/month/year) 


Applicant ' 



CADENCE DESIGN SYSTEMS. INC. 



The applicant is herein notified tbat the inleniational search report has been established and is 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 
The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normall y 2 months fr om the date of transmittal of die 
mtemational search report; however, for more details, see die notes on the accompany sheet. 

Where? Direcdy to die International Bureau ofWIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20. Switzerland 
FacsimUe No. : (41-22) 740. 14.35 



the notes on die accompanying sheet. 

□ 

Q with regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2. the applicaiu is notified tliaf 
□ 

the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 
applicant's request to forward die texts of boUi die protest and die decision diereon to the designated Offices. 
Q no decision has been made yet on die protest; die applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 
Further a£tIon(s): The applicant is reminded of die following: 

Shordy after 18 months from die priority date, die international application wUl be published by die International Bureau 
If die applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of wididrawal of die international application or of the 
priority claim, must reach die International Bureau as provided in rules 90 bis 1 and 90 bis 3. respectively, before die 
completion of die technical preparations for international publication. 

Widiin 19 months from die priority date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed if the applicnnt 
wishes to postpone die emry into die national phase until 30 mondis from die priority date (in some Offices even later). 

Widiin 20 months from die priority date, die applicant must perform die prescribed acts for emry imo die national phase 
before all designated Offices which have not been elected in the demand or in a later election widiin 19 monilis from the 
priority date or could not be elected because diey are not bound by Chapter 1" 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
BoxPCrr 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
Facsimile No. (703)305-3230 




Authorized.^ 
Matthew : 

Telephone No. (703)308-1782 



Fonn PCT/ISA/220 (July 1998) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCX 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
(PCX Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



8=?HCEIVED 

HAY - 7 2001 

ii^TL PROSECUTION 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
260/089-PCT 


FOR FURTHER 
ACTION 


see Notificaiion of Transmittal of International Search 
Report (Form PCT/ISA/220) as well as. where applicable 
item 5 below. 


International application No. 
PCT/USO 1/01738 


International filing date (day/monlh/year) 
18 January 2001 (18.01.2001) 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/moiuh/year) 
18 January 2000 (18.01.2000) 


Applicant 

CADENCE DESIGN SYSTEMS, INC. 



This iiitematicmal search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the aDolicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This international search report consists of a total of sheets. 

^ It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



Basis of the Report ~~ ■ — 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 

language in which it was filed, imless otherwise indicated under this item, 
n the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23. 1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, die international 
search was carried out on the basis of die sequence listing: 



□ 

□ 

□ 
With 

□ 



filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
fiimished subsequently to diis Authority in computer readable form. 

die statement that die subsequendy furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond die disclosure in me 
international application as filed has been furnished. 



n sequence listing has 



Certain claims were found uhsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of invention is lacking (See Box II). 
regard to Uie title. 

the text is approved as submitted by the applicam. 
the text has been established by diis Authority to read as follows: 



5. Widi regard to die abstract. 
□ 

die text is approved as submitted by die applicant. 
^ me text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b). by this Audiority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may. 
widiin one mondi from die date of mailing of diis international search report, submit comments to diis Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published wiLf flS ibstract is Figure No. 5 



LXJ as suggested by die applicant. 
□ 

because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

□ 

because diis figure better characterizes die 



□ 



None of the figures 



PCT/lSA/210 (first sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Box III TEXT OF THE ABSTRACT (Continuation of Item 5 of tlie first siieet) 



International application No. 
PCT/US01/0I738 



NEW ABSTRACT 

Techniques for increasing flexibility in use of virtual component blocks (575) include a method for hardening a foundation blocic 
(500), a pin-unscrambUng methology for semi-hardened vimial component blocks, and parameterizable virnial component blocks A 
method for hardening a foundation block (500) and utilizing it in a circuit design comprises the steps of defming a virtual component 
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Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet{2)) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
IPC(6) : G06F 17/500 

US CL 716/001, 008 

According C O Intematioaai Patent Classificatioa (IPC) or to both natioaal classificatioa anu IPC 

B. FIELDS SEARCHED " ~ 



Inteimtional application No. 
PCT/USOl/01738 



Minimum documenution searched (classification system foUowed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 716/001, 008 



Doctmientation searched other than minimum documentation to the 



extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



consulted during the international search (name of dau base and, where practicable. 



search terms used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document, with ii 



V''"'""" m um-umcm. wiui uKucauon, whcrc appropriate, of the relevant passages 

US 5,577,213 A (AVERY et al) 19 NOVEMBER 1996 (19.11.1996). see abstract, column' 
3.^1^s 39-61; column 4, lines 32-67; column 5, lines 1-26; col 7, lines 41-67; col 8, lines 

US 5,761,078 A (FULLER et al) 02 JUNE 1998 (02.06. 1998). column 4. lines 63-67- 
colunm 5, lines 1-67. 

US 5,581.669 A (VOTH) 03 DECEMBER 1996 (03.12.1996) entire document. 

US 5.737,234 A (SEIDEL et al) 07 APRIL 1998 (07.04. 1998>entire document. 

US 6,154,873 A (TAKAHASHl) 28 NOVEMBER 2000 (28.11.2000) entire document. 

US 5,838,583 A (VARADARAJAN et al) 17 NOVEMBER 1998 (17.11.1998) entire 

document 



SU et al, "A Timing-Driven Sof-Macro Placement and Resynthesi Method in Imeration with 
Chip Floorplanning," IEEE, April 1999, entire document 



Relevant to claim No. 




Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



applicatioD No. 
PCT/USOl/01738 



Continuation of B. FIELDS SEARCHED Item3: WEST. IEEE 

Search tenns: virtual same component same harden$: hard adj3 macro; hard macro; hardenS same (block o 
' ' (Wock or macro); (passthrough or pass?through or feedthrough) same system bus 



macro); hardenS s: 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (July 1998) 



